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a greater holiness might be procured. " The body," he
said, "consists of its thirty-two parts and has no divine
attributes. It is conceived in sin and born in corrup-
tion. Its attributes are liability to pain and the disso-
lution of what is impermanent. It is the receptacle
of karma which is the curse of our former existences ;
it is the dwelling-place of sin and diseases and its or-
gans constantly discharge disgusting secretions. Its
end is death and its goal the charnel house. Such being
the condition of the body it behooves us to treat it as
a carcass full of abomination and to clothe it in such
rags only as have been gathered in cemeteries or upon
dung-hills."                                                               *

The Blessed One said : "Truly;, the body is full of
impurity and its end is the charnel house, for it is im-
permanent and destined to be dissolved into its ele-
ments. But being the receptacle of karma, it lies in
your power to make it a vessel of truth and not of sin.
It is not good to indulge in the pleasures of the body,
but neither is it good to neglect our bodily needs and
to heap filth upon impurities. The lamp that is not
cleansed and not filled with oil will be extinguished,
and a body that is unkempt, unwashed, and weakened
by penance will not be a fit receptacle for the light of
truth. Your rules will not lead the disciples on the
middle path which I have taught Certainly, no one4
can be prevented from keeping more stringent rules,
if he sees fit to do so, but they should not be imposed
upon any one, for they are unnecessary."                  ;>

Thus the Tathagata refused Devadatta's proposi-
tion ; and Devadatta left Buddha and went into the
vihara speaking evil of the Lord's path of salvation as
too lenient and altogether insufficient.                        6

When the Blessed One heard of Devadatta's in-